CHAPTER     IX
DISARMAMENT AND THE FRONTIER
THE North-West Frontier of India came into sudden
and unfortunate prominence some years ago, in
*933> owing to an almost inexplicable blunder of
the British Delegation at Geneva during the plenary
session of the Air Disarmament Conference.
To the surprise of all the representatives of other
countries, and to the dismay of those whose minds
were bent on peace, Mr. Anthony Eden got up and
sought to make an exception to Article 34 (which
proposed the abolition of air-bombing), in order to
remove from its scope "certain outlying districts."
He put forward a parenthesis, on behalf of Great
Britain, exempting "air-bombing for pohce purposes
in certain outlying districts"
Though the North-West Frontier was not men-
tioned by name, Mr. Eden made it clear in his
speech, while defending the parenthesis, that the
Frontier was in his own mind. It was manifest also, by
the half-hearted way in which he brought forward
the motion, that this attempt to exclude the Frontier
was due to military initiative rather than his own.
A full discussion took place when this startling
proposal of Great Britain was brought forward, and
it soon became evident to all who were present that
the British Delegation was practically alone in
demanding such an exemption. Furthermore, by